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Landscape  (gouache on cardboard)

Fateh Moudarres in his atelier

His paintings are imprinted with history. 
The strength in the apparent simplicity of Fateh’s 
technic overwhelms us by the richness of his 

landscapes. We discover or rediscover the fertility 
of the ancient Mesopotamian land, cradle of our 

civilisation.

His anonymous figures, at times loving icons, His anonymous figures, at times loving icons, 
occasionally childish faces, retrace his inspiration 

of traditional Sumerian, Assyrian frescos, along with 
Islamic and Christian visuals.

The dreams transposed on the canvas of the artist 
take shape as windows on former civilizations and yet 

seem like missives noticing us of the future. 

Throughout his representation of the society, Throughout his representation of the society, 
Fateh distords our vision of time’s continuity 

to set us at the same level as these ancestral cultures. 
Therefore we are driven  to ask ourselves what is 
the place of our society throughout the ages and 

what is its future destination.

Born in a village near Aleppo in 1922, 
Fateh Moudarres is a kind-hearted man. 
Moved by the ordinary life of the Syrian peasants, 
he is determined to spread the word of their 
everyday life story.

Influenced by surrealism during his studies 
in Europe, he keeps his attachment to his roots. in Europe, he keeps his attachment to his roots. 
The love he feels towards the landscapes and 
the people of his homeland is a fundamental 
theme in his work. Great humanist, he represents 
the rural vision of his country throughout the 
political and social changes of his time. 
He will eventually become the banner of 
modernism in Syria.modernism in Syria.

Biography



Today, war has struck his dear country. 
His daughter Rania, to protect the history of her country,

 was resolved to leave Syria; bringing in suitcases 
of her father legacy. Now standing as a protector 

of Fateh’s dreams, she presents us 
her private collection as a tribute to her late father 

and delivers us this message:and delivers us this message:
« I am the keeper of humane vision 

and the history of a people » 

But Fateh Moudarres is also a man of letters. 
Upon his return to Syria in 1972, he becomes 
a professor, lecturer and ultimately Dean of 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, Damascus University 
until 1993. Through essays and poetries, 
this position allows him to develop and transmit 
his philosophical and humane vision which will his philosophical and humane vision which will 
influence generations of artists.

Moudarres will continue to paint until the last days 
of his life. His well-known Atelier, where he worked 
since the late 70th, was turned in the year 2000 
into a museum and art gallery by his late wife 
Shoukran: « Atelier Fateh Moudarres ». 
This museum is still open this very day in Damascus This museum is still open this very day in Damascus 
and remains a setting stone paving the road 
for the art generations to come.
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His work has been exhibited in international exhibitions such as the Bahrain, Venice, Seoul, 

Cairo, and São Paulo Biennales; the New York International Art Fair;
the Contemporary Arab Art Exhibition in Paris: and the Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris in 1995. 

Among many others individual exhibitions.


